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Fr om  t he  Desk of  t he  Pr esi den t  
Diana Shutt, 109 Elgin Drive, Greensburg, PA 15601, 412 -554 -2106, shuttdh@comcast.net  

 
 

 

 
Ȱ)Î ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÇÉÖÅ ÔÈÁÎËÓȡ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÏÆ  

'ÏÄ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÉÎÇ ÙÏÕȢȱ 
I Thessalonians 5:18 (KJV) 

 
 

 
Thanks again for the opportunity to serve you as 

President of American Baptist Women of PA & 

DE.  It is an honor to serve you. 

I want to share a story with you.  I received a call 

recently from a Pa/De AB Woman.  She had 

recently been ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 0Á Ⱦ $Å !" 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 

conference at Susquehanna University in June.  

This was her first conference.  She came away 

from conference with an excitement about White 

Cross projects.  She stated that she was enlisting 

women to help complete the quota for her 

church.  I was curious about this because her 

ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÈÁÄ ÁÎ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ !" 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÇÒÏÕÐȢ  

She explained that there were only a few women 

×ÈÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄ ÔÈÅ !" 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓȢ  3ÈÅ ÆÅÌÔ 

that if they were to get the work done, more 

women would be needed.  In order to get more 

women involved, she would need to start a new 

×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎ !" 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 

title.  Perhaps they would call themselves a circle 

or something more original.  She stated that 

when she was enlisting women to work on 

White Cross, she was informed that the AB 

Women had a negative connotation for many of 

the women she talked to.  It was an organization 

for their grandmothers and mothers.  The 

women were interested in helping her with the 

White Cross work, but they were not interested 

in becoming AB Women.   

 

Wow!  What should I say as the new President of 

Pa/De AB Women?  I am glad they will be doing 

7ÈÉÔÅ #ÒÏÓÓ ×ÏÒËȟ ÂÕÔ ×ÈÙ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÁÎÔ 

to be called an American Baptist Woman?   We 

are a worthy organization who serves God.  The 

following Mission Statement was adopted at the 

.ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ !" 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ "ÏÁÒÄ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ *ÕÌÙȡ   

!ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ "ÁÐÔÉÓÔ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ 

is Christ -centered, committed to 

encourage and empower women and 

girls to serve God. 

As the mission statement states: We are Christ-

centered.  How do you  encourage and empower 

women and girls to serve God?  Please let me 

ËÎÏ×ȣ 

I was speaking to Kodiak Baptist Mission a 

couple weeks ago.  They are looking for more 

craft items for their annual December craft sale.  

If you have some crafty women in your church, 

please help support them.  They are listed in the 

Mission Service Projects booklet.  If you need 

more information, please let me know.  

 

 

 

Continued on page 2. 



Please also read the officers articles for more 

suggestions on how to carry out our mission.  

Below are some links for resources from 

National AB Women: 

¶ 2011 -13 AB Women's Ministries Themes:  

Program theme:  In the Potter's Hands 

Logo: Download logos at 

http://www.abwministries.org/resources/c

ategory.cfm?CategoryID=8 

Theme scriptures:  Jeremiah 18:1-6 and 

Romans 9:17b-21 

 

¶ 2011 -12 Mission Study Theme:  Prison 

After-Care and Healing Communities for 

Women 

 

 

¶ 2011 -12 Geographic Theme:  South Africa 

¶ 2011 Mission Encounter ɂ The theme for 
the 2011 Encounter will be Ministries of 
Reconciliation, Healing and Hope. It is 
scheduled for November 7-13, 2011, with a 
$25 registration fee; there will be further 
details available online at 
www.abwministries.or g. The daily themes of 
Ministries of Reconciliation are 
Reconciliation of Faith, Family 
Reconciliation, Community Reconciliation, 
International Reconciliation, Racial 
Reconciliation, with Bringing it Home as the 
conclusion of the week. Each night of the 
encounter there will be a conference call and 
book discussion based on Reconciliation: Our 
Greatest Challenge, Our only Hope.  
 

¶ The Guide series is available on 

www.lulu.com. There are seven issues 

available now with the eighth issue, 

"Planning Events", available very soon.  

¶ A Love Gift educational 
video/PowerPoint  is available online at 
www.abwministries.org 
 

¶ !" 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȡ Women are 
ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÏÌÄ !" 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÏÎ 
September 18, or another appointed Sunday. 
Resource information is available at 
www.abwministries.org.  

  
¶ There will be a Year-end appeal for Vital 

Partners that will be distributed in the 
4ÈÁÎËÓÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÔÉÍÅ ÆÒÁÍÅȢ 4ÈÅÍÅ ÉÓȟ Ȱ"Å 
Thankful for AB WomeÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓȢȱ 6ÉÔÁÌ 
0ÁÒÔÎÅÒÓ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÓ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ !" 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 
general expenses. 

 
¶ 4ÈÅ ςπρς .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ !" 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ 

Conference will be in Nashville, TN; July 16-
22, 2012, at the Millennium Maxwell House 
(ÏÔÅÌȢ  4ÈÅÍÅȡ )Î ÔÈÅ 0ÏÔÔÅÒȭÓ (ÁÎÄÓȟ 
Sculpted Vessels 

 
¶ 7Å ÒÁÉÓÅÄ Αςυȟπππ ÉÎ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÍÏÎÔÈÓȭ ÔÉÍÅ ÆÏÒ 

Baptist women in Haiti to be trained as 
health agents to help stop the Cholera 
epidemic crisis in Haiti.  Thanks to all who 
contributed earlier this year! 

 
¶ The 2012 Mission Encounter tour will be 

going to Alaska in May 2012. Participants 
will visit missionaries in Alaska and learn 
about the history of our mission roots in 
Alaska.  See www.abwministries.org for 
more information. 

 
 

Please give me a call or email with your 
thoughts and concerns. 

 

  Diana Shutt 

 
 

http://www.abwministries.org/resources/category.cfm?CategoryID=8
http://www.abwministries.org/resources/category.cfm?CategoryID=8
http://www.abwministries.org/
http://www.abwministries.org/
http://www.abwministries.org/
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Whi t e Cr oss and World Rel i ef  
Carol Wood, 3350 Davison Rd., Harbor Creek ,PA  16421, 814 -899 -6874, calywo@verizon.net  

  

 
The leaves are starting to turn and I hear squeaky school bus brakes outside my window.  Along 

with the back to school sales, I think of White Cross quota time. This year, we have been assigned 

monetary Overseas gifts to India, Nicaragua and Liberia totalling $31,000.00. Overland purchase 

items will be given to Neighborhood Ministries in Youngstown, OH, Valley Christian Center in 

Phoenix, AZ and the Peoria Friendship House in Peoria, IL.  Our handiwork request includes 

4,000 roller bandages, OR caps and masks, cotton squares for bandages for the Congo and school 

and health kits for the Philippines. It seems overwhelming, but I know that God will provide 

these supplies.  

Thanks to the Bandage Rollers at Conference. 37 bandages were made. I had the opportunity to speak with Dr and Ann 

Clemmer at National Conference who wanted to thank all the ladies involved with White Cross. The bandages and 

ÓÕÐÐÌÉÅÓ ×Å ÓÅÎÔ ÁÒÅ ÖÉÔÁÌ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙȢ +ÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÅ .ÉÌÅÓ ÓÅÎÔ Á ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÔÏ ȰËÅÅÐ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÌÁÄÉÅÓ ÒÏÌÌÉÎÇȱȢ 7ÉÔÈÏÕÔ 

our gifts, the hospital would have no supplies. 

The new White Cross promotional materials are coming in September. You can order them on the abc-whitecross.org 

website. Association ladies ɀ remember to send me your acceptance slips along with your email and contact address. 

Please contact me for any needs.  

Carol Wood 
 

 

 

AB GIRLS  
Linda Shearer, 327 Center Street Cambridge Springs, PA 16403, read16403@yahoo.com  814-398-8576  

 

Ȱ4ÈÅ *ÏÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÉÓ ÍÙ 3ÔÒÅÎÇÔÈȱ 
 

The AB GIRLS have experience HOUSE PARTY 2011 in a new way this year! 
The host church was 1st Baptist of Bethlehem, the location: Camp Ichthus. 

The House party was very well attended with including staff, 46 all together. 
Twenty five of them were AB GIRLS. 

 
Houseparty  2012  is in the works:  
 
HIS Thousand Hills is a year round, non-denominational Christian Camp & Retreat Center nestled high in the 
northern hills of Pennsylvania. The camp is located only three miles from the town of Wellsboro and just 
minutes from the Pennsylvania Grand Canyon. 
 

 
June 22-24  

 $50.00 per girl / if we cook own meals  

mailto:read16403@yahoo.com
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Per sonal  Deve lopm ent Mi n i st ries  
Jean Johnson, 170 Johnson Drive, Gillett, PA  16925, grammajeanj@yahoo.com  

 
 

 

Jesus prayed, ñSanctify them by the truth.  Thy word is truth.ò 

John 17:17 
 

Thank you for giving me 

the privilege of serving you 

as the Personal 

Development Coordinator for American Baptist 

Women of PA and DE.  I approach this assignment 

humbly knowing that in my own strength I will 

fail, but with God encouraging us, we will grow 

closer to Him. 

I love Jesus’ High Priestly prayer in John 

seventeen.  Jesus, the Lamb of God that takes 

away the sins of the world, the King of Kings and 

the Lord of Lord, that Jesus, prayed for us.  In 

John 17:17 Jesus prayed, “Sanctify them by the 

truth, your Word is truth.”   “Sanctification is a 

progressive work of God and man that makes us 

more and more free from sin and like Christ in our 

lives.”  (Bible Doctrine by Wayne Gruden, 

Zondervan, 1999, available from Amazon.com)  

Unlike our justification which is entirely God’s 

work and happens once for all time, sanctification 

happens little by little as we study God’s Word, 

spend time alone with Him, worship Him privately 

and corporately, and cooperate during times of 

testing.  Have you noticed that our greatest growth 

happens during and after times of trial? 

I like the way Rev. Rick DuBose put it in an 

address at a camp meeting in Texas.  He 

commented on the first chapter of James and I 

paraphrase his comments.  When trials come, and 

they will, James instructs us to count it pure joy, 

not anything plus joy, but pure joy.  DuBose 

encouraged the audience to follow the advice of 

James to seek wisdom (v.5), not our usual 

response of “Get me out of this mess, Lord.”   We 

should seek wisdom to know what God is showing 

us so that we can grow in grace and so that He can 

trust us with more responsibility in His Kingdom.  

This is part of sanctification. 

I look forward to the next three years as we 

together are sanctified, as Jesus prayed.  I will do 

my best to recommend books and ideas that will 

move us in that direction.   

Let me recommend something to you now.  If you 

have not gotten the Bible Book of the Month 

calendar yet, get it at American Baptist Women 

and Girls web site.  Click on Personal 

Development Ministries and then click Bible Book 

of the Month to download the calendar.  I often 

feel encouraged as I read in the particular book for 

the month. To think that other ABW women from 

all over the country are also reading in that book.  

When I read something that encourages me I 

wonder if others have also been encouraged and 

where in the country they live.  If you are not 

reading from the book of the month, give it a try.   
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Mi ssi on  and Service  
Anna Lee Earnest, 10 Fisher Ho ll ow Rd., A mit y, PA 15311 , (724 ) 267 -4269 , anna leeearnest@yah oo.com 

 
 

Our American Baptist Womenôs Ministries of PA & DE 2011-2012 
Mission Project is to build five Rubble Homes in Haiti.   

 
 ñOur permanent recycled rubble homes are designed to be earthquake 
resistant through the use of an innovative new construction technique. This 
method of construction provides a home that is culturally relevant in Haiti 
because it looks and feels just like another dwelling in Haiti. It also 

prevents rubble from winding up in the ocean or being placed on agriculture land and 
rendering it useless for generations.  
 
We start with a compacted rubble foundation. The foundation is needed to give the walls a 
bearing area and to spread the weight of the walls over a larger area of the soil to prevent 
settling. No concrete is used in the building of the foundation.  
 
Once the foundation is complete, we erect a reusable wooden frame around the perimeter of 
the building. Welded wire mesh is then bent to the shape of the house and installed against 
the frame to form a wall exoskeleton. Strips of welded wire mesh are placed inside the 
exoskeleton every 12 inches to tie both sides together and prevent the wall from bulging.  
Window openings are created in the wire exoskeleton and rebar is placed in the middle of the 

walls to fasten the top plate to the foundation and counter the uplift forces created by high 

tropical winds. Both doors are installed and debris is then placed inside the wall exoskeleton 

until it is full.ò 

 

 

mailto:annaleeearnest@yahoo.com
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Love Gi f t  
Eleanor Siegr ist , 1331 Logan Bl vd., A lt oona , PA 16602, (814 ) 914-1468, ewsiegr ist@gmail .com  

 

 

 
Love gift is used to support many ministries at home and abroad.  It is an "over 

and above" gift, it is a way you and your church can support a wide variety of 

ministries.  Because Love Gift works by combining small gifts from many people, it 

creates a large gift for the kingdom of God. 

 

Here are some ideas for Love Gift:  

¶ Receive a Love Gift offering at every women's ministry meeting or event.  
¶ Place Love Gift boxes on the tables at conferences, board meetings, and association events.  
¶ Keep a large jar in back of the church for "Pennies from Heaven for Love Gift" (One 

congregation doing this yielded $40-$50 monthly).  
¶ Set goals.  
¶ Involve the entire church by sponsoring an annual Love Gift activity such as a Love Gift Tea, 

International Tea, American Baptist Women's Ministries Sunday, Everybody's Birthday Party, 
or a Love Gift Luncheon.  

¶ Give each family a packet to learn about Love Gift. Include items such as the Love Gift Box, the 
Love Gift brochure, and the website address for American Baptist missions.  

¶ Every 5th Sunday receive a Love Gift offering during the morning worship service.  
¶ Give incentives for reaching the Love Gift goal your church sets.  
¶ In which of these have you participated?  What other ideas have you used?  Which of these 

might you try this year? 

Love Gift began in 1932 after the result of a Mission Board meeting. This poem by Marilyn 
Rollins describes what the setting may have been like.  

It was a great, round table 
Where the boards came to meet; 
How sad they were to think 
7Å ÍÕÓÔ ÃÁÌÌ Ȱ2%42%!4Ȧȱ 
Our missionaries abroad 
Cannot stay on the field, 
The funds to keep them there 
Are way low. 
7ÁÉÔ Á ÍÉÎÕÔÅȦ ÔÈÅÒÅͻÓ Á ÒÕÍÂÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÉÒȣ 
A new band of supporters who care? 
Here they come, Love Gift boxes in hand; 
Coming from across the land! 
The ABW met the challenge 76 years ago 
Our ministry can do it again; so 
Get the boxes out and fill 'em up! 
Any paper or coin will do the trick, 
And we will raise our coffers real quick! 
9ÅÓȟ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ÁÎÄ ÆÌÙ ÏÕÒ ,ÏÖÅ 'ÉÆÔ ÔÏÔÁÌÓ ÕÐ ÈÉÇÈȦ 
 
ɂ Marilyn Rollins, national coordinator of Love Gift  

mailto:ewsiegrist@gmail.com
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Conference  
Cind y Marti n , 9345 Palmer Rd., Nor theast, PA 16428, (814 ) 725-1558, c ingmartin@yah oo.com  

 
 

If you missed 

Conference 2011, you 

missed so many 

blessings.  One blessing 

was the return to our 

ȰÏÌÄȱ ÈÏÍÅȟ 

Shippensburg University.  Many of the 

7ÏÍÅÎ ×ÅÒÅ 3/ ÈÁÐÐÙ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÂÁÃË ÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ 

3ÈÉÐȢȱ  !Î ÁÄÄÅÄ ÂÏÎÕÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ×ÁÓ ×ÉÔÈ 

the newly renovated meeting area, the 

amount of walking was decreased 

significantly.   

There were SO many blessings ɀ from our 

Devotion Leader, Rev. Wynetta Dukes, to our 

Pastor in Residence, Pastor Grace Shirk, we 

were blessed by their leadership, friendship, 

and inspiration.  Our Keynote Speaker, Lois 

Olmstead made us laugh at our experiences 

ÏÎ ÏÒ ȰÊÏÕÒÎÅÙȱ ÂÕÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÄ ÕÓ ×ÉÔÈ 

'ÏÄȭÓ ÅÖÅÒÌÁÓÔÉÎÇ ÌÏÖÅȢ    !ÎÏÔÈÅÒ ȰÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇȱ 

that many of women commented on was the 

workshop that presented to us Sunday 

Morning their new language ɀ sign language.  

Kristin Androlunis blessed us with her 

ÓÉÇÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÎÇȟ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÌÏÖÅ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÍÅÁÎÓȱ 

by JJ Heller.   

You missed so, much if you missed 

Conference 2011 ɀ workshops, friends, fun 

and laughter, tears of joy and renewal, praise 

and worship with Babette Perednia, 

shopping at Lifeway Christian Bookstore, 

supporting our missionaries and their 

people, plus so so much more. 

 

 

Here are some statistics from Conference 

2011: 

¶ 195 Full time conferees 
¶ 32 Part-time conferees 
¶ 227 Total registrations 
¶ 20 Associations represented 
¶ 29 Tioga association with the most 

registrations 
¶ 14 Greenfield Church with the most 

registrations 
¶ 37 First timers 
¶ 7 ɀ Reading association with the most 

First-Timers 
¶ 5 ɀ Bethlehem First with the most First-

timers 
¶ 17 AB GIRLS at conference 
¶ 7- Reading Association with the most 

girls 
¶ 6- Bethlehem First with the most girls 
 

Conference 2012 ɀ how can YOU help?  First, 

pray for conference and the conference 

planning committee as we begin planning an 

exciting weekend.  Commit to bring 1, yes 1, 

new person with you to conference or invite 

someone that has not attended for years to 

come back again.  Be excited!!!  Share your 

experience at Conference with your Church, 

ÙÏÕÒ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÇÒÏÕÐȟ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÇÒÏÕÐȟ ÏÒ 

Sunday School class ɀ share!!!  Think of a 

way to help offset costs for your women to 

attend ɀ a bake sale, a free will dinner, or 

sponsorship of a lady.  Invite, Invite, 

INVITE!!! 

. 
 

mailto:cingmartin@yahoo.com
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Ch urch  and Comm uni t y  Mi n is t ries  
Gayle Campbell , 328 Ever green  St., New Cumb erland , PA 17070, (717) 774-4186, gpcamp @verizon.net 

 
 

)ÔȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ Á ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÙÅÁÒ ÆÏÒ ÓÏ ÍÁÎÙ ÉÎ the US as various areas of the country 
have dealt with devastating natural disasters as well as the continuing slow 
economy  This is truly a recipe for some truly hurting people within our own 
churches as well as in our communities.   God continues to call us to be His 
hands and feet to our neighbors and friends. 
 
Update on Karen family in Lancaster  
)ÔȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÌÍÏÓÔ ρψ ÍÏÎÔÈÓ ÔÈÅ 4ÈÁ ,ÁÉ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÏÆ ÆÉÖÅ ÁÒÒÉÖÅÄ ÉÎ ,ÁÎÃÁÓÔÅÒ ÔÏ 

start their new life here, thanks to the outreach of Westgate Baptist Church.  Htee Bwe, the oldest 
daughter, graduated from high school in June and is working in the housekeeping department of a 
local hotel.  The son, Christian Saw,  and the younger daughter, Snow Bell, both worked summer jobs 
and are now back in school.  Tha Lai, their father, has just started a job packing fruits and vegetables 
at a local packing company.  Because of health issues, their mom, Keh Paw, has to have dialysis three 
times a week.  The entire family has applied for green cards. 
 
In an exciting development, the family moved into a home with four or five bedrooms in May, 
primarily to help make room for a niece and nephew of the parents to come live with the family.  
They had lived with Tha Lai and his family in the refugee camp, and thus wanted to be reunited.   
Church World Service is sponsoring the newest family members.    The entire family continues to 
worship regularly with the Westgate Baptist congregation, and is working hard to become self-
sufficient. 
 
The Guide 
2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ 4ÈÅ 'ÕÉÄÅȩ  )ÔȭÓ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄȦ )ÔȭÓ now a collection of individual officer and planning manuals.  
The Guide for Coordinator of Church & Community shows you how to connect the three emphases of 
ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓȟ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÏÕÔÒÅÁÃÈȢ  !ÎÄ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ 
meetings!  Nancy Adkins, national Coordinator of Church and Community, reminds us that 
GoToMeeting and BigTent are high-tech ways to conduct important business and share ideas at little 
cost.  Could your association benefit from this type of technology innovation?  It might be worth 
considering. 
 
Penny Project  
The Penny Project continues to collect money for Children in Poverty.  As of Sept. 1, over 6.5 million 
pennies have been collected.  A recent issue of The Christian Citizen, published by Judson Press, 
offers numerous suggestions to congregations, small groups and individuals who want to help 
children affected by poverty in the US and Puerto Rico. 
 
Off to Haiti  
Finally, I want to ask for your prayers this fall as I join the ABCOPAD Mission Team Nov. 5-14 in 
'ÒÁÎÄ 'ÏÁÖÅȟ (ÁÉÔÉȢ  )ȭÌÌ ÂÅ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ρς ÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÅÁÍ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÂÕÉÌÄ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ ÏÎÅ ÒÕÂÂÌÅ 
ÈÏÍÅȢ  )ȭÍ ÎÏÔ ÁÎ ÁÄÖÅÎÔÕÒÏÕÓ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÔÒÁÖÅÌÅÒȠ )ȭÖÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÖÉÓÉÔÅÄ #ÁÎÁÄÁ Á ÆÅ× ÔÉÍÅÓȢ  "ÕÔ ÆÏÒ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÓ ) 
ÄÏÎȭÔ ÑÕÉÔÅ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄȟ 'ÏÄ ÈÁÓ ÎÕÄÇÅÄ ÍÅ ÔÏ ÊÏÉÎ Ôhis team going to Haiti.  I ask for your prayers for 
strength, endurance, patience and a loving heart.   
 

 

 

 

mailto:gpcamp@verizon.net
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Stud en t  Loan  
Mrs. Mary Ritter,  405 Elm Street, Watsontown, PA 17777, 570 -538 -2253, jmritter@ptd.net  

 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
God has been directing me to make a number of positive changes in my 
life.  Since January of this year, I have been trying to eat better and lose 
weight.  As I began to declutter myself, I also realized that I needed to 
declutter my home.  These are both long-term commitments, which need 

small, attainable goals to help keep me motivated and on-track.  I am open to many different 
ways to keep motivated, and certainly welcome your ideas.  For me, one technique is using a 
timer to challenge myself to stay on-task for a certain amount of time.  I love getting stickers, 
so getting a sticker for each 5-lb. loss is a huge deal.  Maybe you know some other 
techniques.  
 
7ÈÅÎ ÏÕÒ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ "ÁÐÔÉÓÔ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ 0! ÁÎÄ $% ÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎt to 
support the building of rubble homes in Haiti, I whole-heartedly supported this decision.  I 
challenge you to help your congregation to find ways to stay on track with this goal.  One way 
God is leading me, and our Watsontown Baptist Church, is to actually GO to Haiti.  So, in 
.ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒȟ )ȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÔÒÉÐȢ  4Ï ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅȟ ) ÁÍ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÇÙÍ υ ÄÁÙÓ Á ×ÅÅËȟ ÔÏ 
get stronger, to be a good steward of my time and effort when I am there.  You can bet I am 
getting a sticker every day I go to the gym!  Our church is looking ahead, to send a team of 
people on a future mission trip to Haiti.  We are beginning to prepare now, with prayer, and 
fundraising. 
 
,ÏÓÉÎÇ ×ÅÉÇÈÔȟ ÄÅÃÌÕÔÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÍÙ ÈÏÍÅȟ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÏÎ Á ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÔÒÉÐȣÔÈÅÓÅ ÁÌÌ ÔÁËÅ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ 
commitment so I can reach the final goals: being healthy, living in a peaceful home, doing 
'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÉÎ ÏÂÅÄÉÅÎÃÅ ÔÏ (ÉÍȢ 
 
Perhaps your goals involve going to college or grad school.  Please know that the American 
"ÁÐÔÉÓÔ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ 0! ÁÎÄ $% ÁÒÅ ÈÅÒÅ ÔÏ help with a student loan.  It takes some 
effort on your part to be approved, and then it takes a commitment to do your best in school, 
and to ultimately re-pay your loans, so we can offer new loans to others.  If you want more 
information, please contact me soon, so we can begin the process.   
 
And please, send me your time-tested techniques for staying motivated!  Thanks.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
Mary Ritter, Student Loan Coordinator   
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Et hel  Wheel er E nri chm ent  (E.W.E.) 

Deborah A. Loessy, 201 Edgebrook Drive, Roaring Brook Twp, PA 18444, 570-848-2684, daradle7356@verizon.net 

 

Ethel Wheeler, who was she and what is EWE all about? 

Ethel Wheeler was a registered nurse who lived in Northeastern Pennsylvania.  She was a faithful 

American Baptist Woman who was a member of a Baptist church in Clarks Green, prior to them 

ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎȢ  3ÈÅ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ "ÁÐÔÉÓÔ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÙÅÁÒȢ   

Ethel later attended Green Ridge Baptist Church in Scranton, Pennsylvania.  Ethel, never married, also 

did volunteer work for the Salvation Army.   

Ethel, a very jovial woman and a wonderful Christian, had a great love for the American Baptist 

Women.  When she went to be with the Lord, Ethel set aside funds for the American Baptist Women 

to provide educational opportunities for women. 

E.W.E. stands for Ethel Wheeler Enrichment   The purpose of E.W.E. is to provide spiritual, 

educational, inspirational retreats, seminars and programs for American Baptist Women of 

ABCOPAD.  Ethel Wheeler left this legacy for the American Baptist Women.  This money was set aside 

in an endowment fund to be used as seed money to create retreats, seminars and programs to 

provide enrichment for the women of Pennsylvania and Delaware. 

)Æ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ Á ÒÅÔÒÅÁÔ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÍÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 

following information:   

¶ Name of Group 

¶ Contact person(s) 

¶ Meeting purpose 

¶ Possible topic or emphasis 

¶ Possible date(s) 

¶ Program length 

¶ Location 

¶ Amenities available at site 

¶ Estimated attendance 

 

Please contact me via email or by phone if you have an interest in doing a presentation for a retreat 

ÏÒ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅ Á ÒÅÔÒÅÁÔ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÇÒÏÕÐȢ 

New programs are being developed for retreats.  If you have an idea for a retreat or would like to do a 

retreat please let me know.   

 

Retreats available at this time: 

 

Know the Heartbeat of God presented by Gayle Campbell  

(ÅÌÐȦ )ȭÍ ! -ÁÒÔÈÁ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ÂÙ 'ÁÙÌÅ #ÁÍÐÂÅÌÌ 

Ruth and Naomi presented by Thelma Schaller  

Stress Management presented by Eva Salmons 

 

 

mailto:daradle7356@verizon.net

