
 

 

Debbie and John Coats to Leave  
Mission Service with International Ministries 

Page 11 Mission Advocate Communicator 

Dear Supporters, Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 

It is time to let you know about an important major  

decision we are making. We are resigning from American 

Baptist International Ministries, effective April 30. Let me  

immediately say we are not resigning because there is a  

major conflict or spat between ourselves and International  

Ministries, or between any persons and ourselves, or a  

conflict about doctrinal issues, or disagreement about our  

ministry. The situation leading to our resignation is based 

on a personal family concern regarding our children. International Ministries and ourselves have tried to 

come to a mutual decision about what should be done about this situation but we simply have not been able 

to. 
 

Many months ago, International Ministries asked us to seek professional assistance for our family. Interna-

tional Ministries paid the costs to make this professional consultation possible. Those with whom we met 

made some strong recommendations to International Ministries. After months of discussions with us on the 

matter, International Ministries has concluded that it would be best for our family to depart from Cambodia 

and relocate to a place where our children could access regular long-term counseling in a safer environ-

ment. International Ministries is not willing to continue supporting us as missionaries unless we leave 

Cambodia, at least until our children have finished high school and this concern has been resolved. These 

discussions with International Ministries have been honest and congenial. They have not been  

antagonistic. International Ministries has been serious about finding a common solution, and has been  

generous and supportive in finding a way to help our family, and at the same time retain us as  

missionaries. 
 

Nevertheless, we have come to a different conclusion about what direction to take. Like International Min-

istries, Debbie and I have been praying and thinking through this situation for some time now, and we be-

lieve God has been showing us he wants us to stay in Cambodia. Some may ask why we have come to a 

different conclusion if we are all praying. I don't know the answer to that. The Lord knows. We certainly 

did not plan or expect to be leaving International Ministries at this time. We have some grieving that we 

are separating from International Ministries. Both Debbie and I have long-term relations with International 

Ministries. My parents were International Ministries missionaries. Debbie's father was an ABC  

pastor, and both her parents have long been supportive of International Ministries mission work. 
 

We realize that some of you may question our decision. Yet we believe God has been clearly directing us 

to stay in Cambodia at this time, and since we believe God wants us to stay, we also believe that God will 

take care of our family and help us to work through these concerns. Please feel free to contact us if you 

would like more clarity how we came to our decision ~ djcoats@online.com.kh. 
 

ðPortion of a journal entry written by John Coats to American Baptists 

The entire journal entry is posted on the International Ministries website. 

 

As of May 1, International Ministries will no longer be able to receive or transmit gifts designated for the  

Coats ministry in Cambodia.  However, our thoughts and prayers go out to the Coats family.  We wish 

them well and are hopeful that we may again serve together in the future. 


