
 

 

 Habitat:  Ground 
Breaking Ceremony 

Does your church have 

'Good News' you'd like to 

share with American  

Baptists nationwide?  ABC/

USA is currently looking for 

short, factual stories that 

show God working in your 

church and community that 

will teach and inspire.  

Please share your stories via 

e-mail to webmaster@abc-

usa.org with the subject line 

of Good News. 

 Wednesday, June 4, 2008  

1 pm ñSharpò 

 

Habitat Build Site 

209 - 223 Spruce Avenue 

Altoona, PA 16601 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A ground breaking  

ceremony will be held at 

the property.  Everyone 

from the ABCOPAD  

Region is invited to attend.  

Bring a shovel and help us 

break ground as we begin 

this exciting mission  

project together as 

"Partners In Ministry."   
 

Special Note:  On Street 

Parking is limited, please 

park on a nearby street 

and walk to the property.   

Page 12 Mission Advocate Communicator 

Your Mission Dollars at Work 
 

When I was visiting villages in the Vanga health district to investigate  

rising rates of water-borne diseases, I noticed Manwana, a 10-year old boy 

walking on his knees and dragging his deformed legs behind him. 
 

Two days later at Vanga Hospital, Manwana was waiting for me outside 

my clinic door.  He and his mother had walked 7-hours to the hospital; his 

mother carried him all the way on her back.  ñWhat can 

I do for you?ò I asked in my broken Kituba, their local  

language.  Manwana piped up.  ñIôd like one of those 

chairs with wheels on it,ò he said, ñso I can move 

around like other children and maybe one day go to 

schoolé.and Iôd like a new shirt.  His sole article of 

clothing was the worn-out shirt he was wearing.   
 

Two months later, I returned to his village.  I could 

never describe the expression on his face when I pulled 

up to his hut with a shiny and sturdy wheelchair  

donated by the AB Men of Indiana and sent overseas 

by White Cross, a new set of clothes sent by a 12-year 

old boy from Maine, and funds from a retired pastor and his wife to enable 

Manwana to go to school.    
 

A week later, I saw him at the far end of his village surrounded by a group 

of kids.  The wheelchair may have seemed 

like a miracle for Manwana--but it was a 

spectacular event for every boy and girl in 

the village.  The children all wanted to be 

the one to push Manwana; they called his 

wheelchair ñnotre veloò (our bike).  In the 

midst of the group, Manwana was full of 

joy.  Only days earlier no one wanted to be 

near himénow he was the center of atten-

tion. ñHow do you feel?ò I asked him.  

ñCleanò he said ñDoctor, I feel really clean.ò 

 

I mentioned to a friend that I should have bought him more clothes if 

ócleanô was so important.  Dr Ngoma chuckled. ñHe meant his hands are  

clean, not his clothes.ò  Manwana has spent his entire life using his hands 

as feet, pulling and dragging his lame body behind on the ground.  To be 

outside meant that his hands would be constantly in the dirt and his face 

and body inches from the ground.  With the wheelchair, he is eye-to-eye 

with his peers. His hands, which were as calloused and thick as the soles of 

our feet, are now being prepared for nobler tasks:  reading, writing, learn-

ing, touching and perhaps one day healing and sharing.   

 

 ðBill Clemmer, Democratic Republic of the Congo 

Good News 
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