
 

 

Support the Home Mission  
You Care About Most 

Great Needs, Great Blessings:   

New Hope for Murrow Indian Childrenôs Home 

 Children in your  

Vacation Bible School 

can help meet the needs 

of children in the 

United States and 

around the world!  

Adopting a special 

VBS project is a great 

way to help kids learn 

about mission.  The 

2008 project list is 

available on the  

Natôl Min. website.  

Are you passionate about the number of children in 

the United States today who don't get a fair shake at 

life?  Or concerned about youth hearing the message 

of God's redeeming love in the midst of our  

cacophonous culture of violence, materialism and 

self interest?   

 

Now you can support those parts of National Minis-

tries' mission you care most deeply about. NM new 

online giving page allows you to direct your dollars 

to programs such as the ABCUSA Children in  

Poverty initiative, the upcoming national gathering 

of American Baptist youth, and more. 
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NM Workshops for 

Church Life and 

Leadership  
 

Available free 

online in PDF 

format. Titles 

include AB 

Heritage, Teaching 

& Relating to 

Children, Deacons 

as Servant Leaders 

and more.  Visit the 

Natôl Min website.  

The Murrow Indian Childrenôs Home was founded in 1902 by an enterprising  

missionary and educator who began taking in orphan and homeless Native American 

children soon after the Civil War.  The American Baptist Home Mission Society  

assumed full responsibility for the school in the early 1900s, and the orphanage was 

moved to the campus of Bacone College in 1910.  Over the years, the Murrow Home has been committed 

to sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ with disadvantaged Native American children by providing loving 

care for hundreds of abused, neglected or abandoned children.  The home offers residential and crisis care 

as well as daycare for children of teen mothers.  Children are also encouraged to learn about their Native 

American background and culture. 

 

The Murrow Home depends heavily on church donations.  During the last few years, a lack of funds had 

become a critical issue.  ñOur children need stability and consistency, and at times we had to decide 

whether to pay staff or buy groceries.ò says Director Joan Brown, a commissioned American Baptist  

national missionary.  In 2007, members of the Creek Tribe made a one-time gift of $100,000.  The tribe is 

also considering funding construction of a much-needed community facility.  Tallgrass Broadcasting  

sponsored a ñRadiothonò on eight area stations to publicize the homeôs needs. People prayed, made  

financial gifts, and contributed volunteer services as well as much-needed practical items which helped to 

alleviate the immediate need. American Baptist Homes and Caring Ministries, a program of National  

Ministries, has also committed resources and training assistance to the Murrow Home in the area of  

development and long-range planning.  

 

You can help by donating urgently needed supplies through NM Mission Service Projects, including baby 

care kits, Bibles, books, games, knitted items, quilts.  In addition, White Cross provides school supplies, 

and personal care items.  You can also consider sponsoring a  

Volunteers In Mission trip, contact Victoria Goff, for more  

information 1-800-ABC-3USA X 2449. 

Share the Love  
of Jesus! 

www.nationalministries.org 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001bCiRIe9p99qOn0vsBkhv6WG9KrbSApjL9r3PlIulEUQemt1sw9Fxar3825Q_6DjqJ6QgdKhd729hb1AMBCuVNaAyWMv5Ianb9Oz8DswfKm1cHINJvv55ZJ1dgC_zoPAyQ8p1chzaF_Qxx8N2_Qr_fw==


 

 

ABCUSA New Stewardship Webpage  

Ministers Council ð http://www.ministerscouncil.com 

The ABCUSA Office of Mission Resource Development announced a new 

content-rich stewardship website, with lots of information of practical use to 

local church pastors, stewardship committees, stewardship consultants and any-

body interested in the topic of stewardship.  The site includes inspirational 

pieces, real life stories of how our United Mission dollars are at work, and links 

to helpful resources.  A section of success stories, where congregations can 

share ideas that have worked for them in stewardship promotion is under     

construction.  Sections of the website include: 

 

Í Available Resources ï containing articles, bulletin inserts for download and      

materials to purchase. 

 

Í UM and You ï a source for monthly giving statistics and for the new UM 

brochure coming soon. 

 

Í Mission Support/Offerings ï details of our four special offerings along with 

links to their sites. 

 

Í Links ï an easy, direct link to a number of general stewardship websites 

Stewardship Moments ï brief inspirational pieces, which could serve as the 

basis for a sermon or motivational lesson, or can stand alone. 

 

http://www.abc-usa.org/leadership/stewardship/stewardship_page/slices/

stewardship_page.htm  

Together in 

Ministry  

 

Applications are being received for 2009 covenant 

group grants. Groups may be comprised of pastoral   

leaders or groups may be a combination of pastoral 

and lay leaders focused on faith practices. All  

information on group formation options may be 

found on the Ministers Council website.  

 

Together in Ministry study groups help to promote 

positive relationships, improved communication, 

improved mutual respect, increased faith, improved 

collegiality and fellowship, and increased sharing 

of thoughts and perspectives.   
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Ralph Garfield Schell Presidential Award:  Do 

you know a local Ministers Council member  

deserving of this award?  Nominations are due by 

June 15.  For more information, visit the Ministers 

Council website. 

 

Criteria: a pastoral leader who is extraordinarily 

faithful in carrying out the principles of the        

Ministers Council Code of Ethics, as well as  

unusually effective in fulfilling the objectives of the 

five committees of our structure:  Communication, 

Denominational Relationships, Membership & 

Constituency, Professional Effectiveness, and 

Spiritual and Personal Wholeness. The award is  

announced annually at the closing banquet of the 

American Baptist Ministers Council Senate. 

Interim Ministry  
Training Conference 

September 29-
October 1 

Parchment Valley  
Conference  Center 

 
American Baptist 

serving as hands and 
feet of Christ  ñ...see 
my hands.  ...Stop 

doubting and  
believe.ò  (John 20:27) 

Interim Ministry  
Training Conference 

September 29-
October 1 

Parchment Valley  
Conference Center 

 
American Baptist 
serving as hands and 
feet of Christ  ñ...see 
my hands.  ...Stop 
doubting and  
believe.ò  (John 20:27) 

National Gathering of AB Youth 

July 5-11, Estes Park, CO 



 

 

FACT : 60 to 80  

percent of farmers in 

the developing world 

are women. In 

sub-Saharan Africa, 

women account 

for 75 percent of 

household food 

production. Yet 70  

percent of those 

who suffer from hunger 

worldwide are 

women and girls. 

(Bread for the World/ 

World Food Program) 

At the American Baptist Historical  

Society Annual Meeting, in September 

2006, the Board of Managers voted to  

consolidate its collections in Atlanta, GA, on the campus of Mercer University.  The Mercer proposal will 

enable the Historical Society to continue services to its ABC partners, as well as to other users of the  

collections.  The campus provides ample housing for growing collections and facilities for hosting  

programs and creating publications that reach out to the next generation.  This will be the fifth home for 

the Society in its 153-year history.  
 

Today both the Valley Forge Archives and the Rochester Library locations of the American Baptist  

Historical Society are now closed.  The staff and volunteers are now totally involved in organizing,  

preparing and packing the various records, collections and books for the relocation to Atlanta.  The  

Society hopes to be in a position to begin processing some research requests in July 2008.  Please watch 

the AB Historical Society website for updates on the relocation ~ www.baptisthistory.us. 

Baptist History Course 

A course on Baptist History is being offered by 

Pastor Robert Berger free of charge at the 

Hughesville Baptist Church; 37 N 3rd St; 

Hughesville, PA 17737, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

on 3 Saturdays, June 14, 28 and July 12.   

Participants are asked to attend all 3 days to 

experience the full benefit of the class. 

 

The textbook that will be 

required is The Baptist 

Heritage, Four Centuries 

of Baptist Witness by H. 

Leon McBeth.  There will 

be lectures, discussion, 

video presentations and 

reading assignments. 

 

For more information, or to register, please 

contact Pastor Berger at 570-584-2280 or  

E-Mail: emberger@windstream.net 

A team of ABCOPAD 

officers and staff  

members have worked 

hard to create a 

ñNarrative Budget.ò   

 

The hope is that the 

budget will be a useful 

tool in better under-

standing how the      

Region operates.  By 

design, it is short and 

hopefully uses  

language easy to under-

stand.  The Narrative 

Budget is an attempt to 

share the story of  

ABCOPADôs ministry 

with our partners 

throughout the Region. 

 

It is available on the 

ABCOPAD website.  

Check it out. 

Narrative Budget 

AB Historical Society  
Valley Forge Archives and Rochester 

Library Closed  

FACT: Over the past 10 years, Burmaôs army has destroyed more than 

3,000 villages. As a result, an estimated 500,000 ethnic civilians currently 

are internally displaced in eastern Burma, and there are believed to be 

more than 2.5 million civilians from Burma, including migrant workers 

and refugees, in Thailand. (Church World Service) 
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