Mission Advocate Communicator

ABCUSA New Stewardship Webpage

The ABCUSA Office of Mission Resource Development announced a new
content-rich stewardship website, with lots of information of practical use to
local church pastors, stewardship committees, stewardship consultants and any-
body interested in the topic of stewardship. The site includes inspirational
pieces, real life stories of how our United Mission dollars are at work, and links
to helpful resources. A section of success stories, where congregations can
share ideas that have worked for them in stewardship promotion is under

construction. Sections of the website include:

| Available Resources T containing articles, bulletin inserts for download and

materials to purchase.

| UMand Youi asource for monthly giving statistics and for the new UM

brochure coming soon.

| Mission Support/Offerings i details of our four special offerings along with

links to their sites.

| Links i an easy, direct link to a number of general stewardship websites
Stewardship Moments 1 brief inspirational pieces, which could serve as the
basis for a sermon or motivational lesson, or can stand alone.

http://www.abc-usa.org/leadership/stewardship/stewardship page/slices/
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Interim Ministry
Training Conference

September 29-
October 1

Parchment Valley
Conference Center

American Baptist
serving as hands and

feet of Chyr
my hands. ...Stop
doubting and
believe. 0
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Together in
Ministry
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Applications are being received for 2009 covenant
group grants. Groups may be comprised of pastoral
leaders or groups may be a combination of pastoral
and lay leaders focused on faith practices. All
information on group formation options may be
found on the Ministers Council website.

Together in Ministry study groups help to promote
positive relationships, improved communication,
improved mutual respect, increased faith, improved
collegiality and fellowship, and increased sharing
of thoughts and perspectives.

Ministers Council — http://www.ministerscouncil.com

National Gathering of AB Youth
July 5-11, Estes Park, CO

Ralph Garfield Schell Presidential Award: Do
you know a local Ministers Council member
deserving of this award? Nominations are due by
June 15. For more information, visit the Ministers
Council website.

Criteria: a pastoral leader who is extraordinarily
faithful in carrying out the principles of the
Ministers Council Code of Ethics, as well as
unusually effective in fulfilling the objectives of the
five committees of our structure: Communication,
Denominational Relationships, Membership &
Constituency, Professional Effectiveness, and
Spiritual and Personal Wholeness. The award is
announced annually at the closing banguet of the
American Baptist Ministers Council Senate.
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