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In the song by Andreá Crouch, ―My  

Tribute‖ the first verse starts with ―How 

can I say thanks for the things You have 

done for me, Things so undeserved, Yet 

You gave to prove Your love for me‖.  I 

imagine that song being sung all over  

ABCOPAD.  I’m sure the Brodman  

family feels those words everyday as they 

begin a whole new life in a house that 

didn’t exist this time last year.  I know that the ABCOPAD Board and Staff sings 

those words in their hearts for every member of every congregation that gave 

money to the Blair County Habitat project and for each and every individual that 

gave their time to lay the foundation, frame out the house, pour a cement floor, 

spackle and paint.   
   
I think the second verse was probably in each one of those workers’ minds, ―Just 

let me live my life, Let it be pleasing, Lord, to Thee‖ and each person around the 

region who prayed for the project, for the gifts and for the volunteers, I’m sure 

those prayers ended with another line, ―To God be the glory, For the things He 

has done.‖  It’s hard to imagine that the first gifts only began to come in from 

churches in June of 2008 and by the end of December’s missions the Hospitality 

Fund and Blair Co. Habitat project had received a total of $58,666.56.  A gift of 

$20,000 from the Marion Prochazka Trust fund for this project, brings us to just 

$1,333.44 short of the goal of $80,000.  We believe additional funds will come in 

to make up the small difference.  I think we can all sing, ―The voices of a million 

angels could not express our gratitude‖, to our God who has been so good to us 

throughout this entire project.   

~ Caryl Casey, ABCOPAD Treasurer 
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ABCOPAD Habitat Project — Completed! 
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February 2009 American Baptist Churches of  

Pennsylvania and Delaware 

The Brodman family moved into their new 

home early in January.  Visit the  

ABCOPAD website www.abcopad.com  

to see photos/video of the happy event! 



There are those in our culture who 

are defined by their partnerships.  

In fact, these partners have such a 

strong connection it is difficult for 

our brain to think of one without 

automatically bringing to mind the 

other. 

 

 Ginger Rogers and Fred Astaire 

 Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 

 Bud Abbott and Lou Costello 

 The Lone Ranger and Tonto 

 Sponge Bob and Patrick 

 

If I said the Apostle Paul, you 

might struggle to think of his cor-

responding partner.  On  

missionary journeys you might 

say, Paul and Silas.  But when it 

came to ministry, Paul himself 

might have said, Paul and the 

Church at Philippi. 

 

In Philippians Paul wrote:  (NIV) 

Philippians 1:3 - 6   I thank my God 

every time I remember you.  In all 

my prayers for all of you, I always 

pray with joy, because of your part-

nership in the gospel from the first 

day until now. 

 

Effective ministry  

involves partnership. 
 

The American Baptist Churches of 

Pennsylvania and Delaware seeks 

to be a partner in ministry in three  

areas. 

 

 

We partner with local  

congregations, to work together to 

1) recognize and 2) reinforce the 

strengths of vital congregations. 

 

We partner with pastoral leader-

ship, to strengthen and revitalize 

their personal and professional 

lives.  In turn, these partners reach 

out based on their gifts and  

resource other congregations and 

pastoral leaders. 

We partner with the wider ABC 

family to strengthen our resources 

collectively and support our  

brothers and sisters in their work. 

 

Your contributions to ABCOPAD-

Partners in Ministry makes it  

possible for our Region to partner 

with local churches, pastors and the 

ABC family to extend the work of 

the Kingdom of God throughout 

Pennsylvania and Delaware. 

 

What ministries do your gifts 

help make possible? 
 

Area Ministry in the form of 

Pastoral Search Committee Sup-

port, Growing Vital Congregations 

Workshops, Resourcing for vision-

casting and long-range planning…. 

Student Ministry including  

resourcing for local church youth 

ministry efforts and regionally  

offered events like The Reunion…. 

 

Region Wide Missions  

Projects such as the ABCOPAD 

Habitat Build…. 

 

Fanning The Flame Pastors 

Conference seeking to energize and 

support pastors and their ministry to 

local church families…. 

 
To name but a few…. 
 

Your gifts allow us to move  

forward with strength, so thank you 

in advance for the gifts of your 

hands to ABCOPAD-Partners in 

Ministry.   

 

Partners In Ministry 
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Your church  

can receive mission-giving 

credit for your online gift. 

You can support  

ABCOPAD-Partners in 

Ministry in two ways: 

 

 Through your local church’s 

weekly offering, by  

designating your gift to  

ABCOPAD-Partners in 

Ministry. 

 

 Through ABCOPAD’s 

Online Giving option, 

available on the regional 

website (www.abcopad.org). 



On January 20,  Scott Warren, Muncy Baptist Church; Cory Hartman,  

First Baptist Church of Hollidaysburg; and Andrew Shield, West Spring-

field Baptist Church, attended the NLN, a three-day Conference held at the 

Tuscarora Inn and Conference Center in Mt. Bethel, PA.  Scott, Cory and 

Andrew were among the 14 new pastors entering the program.  Approximately 40 pastors are currently  

enrolled in Nehemiah.  These pastors come from New York, New Jersey, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania,  

Washington D.C., Vermont, New Hampshire, Connecticut and other Regions in the ABC-USA family. 

 

The goal of the Nehemiah Leadership Network is to help pastors become better equipped for transformational 

ministry in their local church.  Each participant determines learning goals in a variety of areas.  Once the learn-

ing goals have been established, pastors meet together in  

Colleague Groups to help one another develop strategies as well 

as encourage one another so that progress can be made toward 

reaching each individual's goals.  Rev. Mark Mahserjian-Smith 

will serve as the mentor to the group. 

 

Nehemiah Leadership Network (NLN) 

To equip the saints for the work of  

ministry, for building up the body of Christ,   

 Ephesians 4:12 
 

2009 ABCOPAD 

Partners in Ministry Goal 

$100,000 

In January, five 

people represent-

ing four churches 

and the AB Men 

of Pennsylvania 

and Delaware 

went to Galves-

ton, TX, to help 

with the recovery from Hurricane 

Ike.  Once there, they joined with 

other volunteers, including 300 

young adults on Spring break.  

Tasks included electrical work, dry 

wall, tree removal, and a great deal 

of clearing debris.  They also had 

the opportunity to view a nearby 

area by ferry.  They said it looked 

like it was part 

of a war zone.  

There is still 

much work to be 

done.  If you are 

interested, 

please contact 

Vicki Goff, vgoff@abc-usa.org or  

1-800-222-3872 X 2449. 

Disaster Relief Team 
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NLN:  Working together to make 

Christian Education a lifestyle; Building a 

generation that is ready, set, and going. 



If you hear one 

minute of radio 

or television 

news, you’re 

sure to hear 

something  

similar to the 

phrase, I just 

heard, ―2008 

was a horren-

dous year for investors.‖  The next 

story line began with ―consumer 

confidence is at its lowest‖.  Both 

of these statements are true, but 

they also bring into focus the differ-

ence between investing in  

companies and businesses and  

investing in our future with God.  

We have no confidence as  

consumers, but as the children of 

God we have every confidence that 

our Father who cares for the birds 

of the air, will also care for us.   

 

We have much to be thankful for, 

when we look at the year-end  

mission giving figures.  United 

Mission Basics ($734,567.68)  

decreased by only $7,807 or  

-1.05%, one of the smallest 

decreases in years.  The American 

Baptist Women in PA & DE did an 

amazing job of raising Love Gift by 

$1,700.56 to $46,352.77 or an  

increase of 3.97%.  The Blair 

County Habitat project reached just 

$1,333.44 short of the goal of 

$80,000.  Partners in Ministry, the 

regional emphasis met and sur-

passed the goal of $95,000 reaching 

$118,912.87.  Specifics for  

ABCOPAD totaled $20,396.96. 

 

None of us can pretend that our 

world isn’t a different place than it 

was a year ago.  Every church has 

families facing loss of jobs, loss of 

homes and little security as people 

face the retirement years.  At the 

same time, we know that God 

wants us to invest in the future of 

our children and teenagers so that 

they have opportunities to attend 

youth events where they can come 

to know Jesus as their Savior.  We 

know that God expects us to reach 

out to people in need, as we did 

with the Blair Co. Habitat project.  

We know that God planned for His 

people to partner with each other to 

accomplish together what they 

could not do alone.  Thank you for 

your partnership!  Matthew,  

Chapter 6 tells us, Seek first His 

kingdom and His righteousness and 

all of these things (What shall we 

eat? What shall we drink?  What 

shall we wear?) will be given to us 

as well.  Be sure to check your 

church’s giving for 2008 on the 

ABCOPAD website at 

www.abcopad.org.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2008 ABCOPAD Mission Giving 

 

UM Basics $734,568 

Love Gift 46,353  

UM Designations 56,030 

Total UM $836,951 

 

AFC $108,246 

WMO 195,668 

RMO 111,132 

OGHS 186,236 

Partners In Ministry 118,913 

Institutional Support 106,420 

Specifics 305,475  

Targeted Giving 98,006 

Total  

Special Offerings $1,230,096 

 

Total 2008 ABMS $2,067,047 

2008 Annual Mission Giving by Caryl Casey, ABCOPAD Treasurer 

Page 4 Partners in Mission 

The Blair County Habitat is  

$1,333.44 short of the goal.    

Together  

we can fulfill the 

dream! 

ABCOPAD Grant Ministry 
The Regional Board and The Mission Allocation Committee offers our churches and 

ministry programs grant moneys to develop and sustain creative ministry initiatives. 

These grant funds are awarded through money generated by two ABCOPAD Ministry 

Funds; "Ministry of Christian Discipleship Fund" (MCD) and the "Release God's 

Power Fund" (RGP).  The deadline for the spring application period is March 14.  

Grant requests should be approximately $2,000 as funds are limited.  Applications and 

guidelines are available from your Area Minister. 



Online-Interactive  

Youth Ministry Training! 

For  more information, call:  

Judy Husted, 570-297-4257; 

husted@epix.net  
 

Why Not Be A Prisoner  

For  Christ  

Call Waiting: 

God’s Invitation to Youth 
Larry L. McSwain and 

Kay Wilson 

Shurden 
 

Excellent for 

individual study 

or youth group  

Bible study.  
 

$10.00 
800-458-3766 

www.judsonpress.com 

Activities include:   

Basketball, Volley-

ball, Swimming, 

Team Competitions, 

Roller Skating, Hand-

ball, Racquetball, Videos, & Pizza.  

North Country Youth Ministries Lock-In 2009   

Grades 6th – 12th; Feb 20 (10 p.m.) - 21 (6 a.m.) 

Williamsport YMCA; Cost $17  

Eric Kraihanzel, Regional Coordinator 

for Student Ministries  

610-410-5871 or ejk70@rcn.com 
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Register Today!  
 

Location:  Faith United Methodist 

Church; Bellefonte, PA. 

 

For more information contact Eric 

Kraihanzel, Regional Coordinator for 

Student Ministries at 610-410-5871. 

 

Reunion 2009 is expected to sell out -  

- max 300.  Cost by March 1 is $55, 

after $65.  A $20 deposit will hold 

your spots (no names necessary to 

hold spots).  Please make all checks 

payable to ABCOPAD and mail to 

Student Ministries; 1224 Maple St; 

Bethlehem, PA 18018. 

For more information visit www.ncbym.org 

ABCOPAD and Eastern University  

have joined forces to bring you the online training! 

 

- Learn how you can reach youth in an effective manner.  

- Learn to develop effective youth ministries. 

- Learn how to deal with difficult students. 

- Learn ―why we do what we do‖ in youth ministries. 

 

Visit www.abcopadym.org for more information. 

Need Help  

Reaching Teens? 

Contact Eric Kraihanzel 
 

Eric is a gifted communicator and 

loves to share with teens how they 

can make a real impact for the Kingdom of 

God.  His goal is to reach and train adults to pass 

their faith onto teens so they in turn can pass it on 

to their friends.   
  



2009 Biennial—A Multi-Ethnic, Cross Cultural 

Celebration of American Baptist Mission 
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At the beginning of our second 100 years, American Baptists are  

actively pursuing questions and answers that affect our everyday and  

congregational lives. 

 

WORSHIP with internationally known speakers David Coffey, president of 

the Baptist World Alliance; Kirk Byron Jones, professor of Ethics and 

Preaching, Andover Newton Theological School; Nick Vujicic, renowned 

motivational speaker and president of Life Without Limbs; Robin L. Smith, 

national television personality, best-selling author and licensed  

psychologist; and others. 

 

SHARE new ideas about everything from ―Small Churches in Small  

Communities‖ to ―Outreach to the World‖ along with more than a dozen other topics of interest. You can also 

participate in a prototype Mission Summit. 

 

EXPERIENCE the work of the Lord around the world through National Ministries, International Ministries 

and the Office of the General Secretary; learn how to protect your staff and your church through The Ministers 

& Missionaries Benefit Board; celebrate at the Saturday night gala celebration, ―We Are ABC: A Multi-

Cultural Family Fest.‖   

 

HELP those in need by assembling baby kits, school kits and hygiene kits at our re-visioned 

Mission Fair. These kits will be distributed around the world through Church World Service. 

 

VOTE and be part of American Baptist history by voting on a significant restructuring  

proposal that will shape our denomination for a second century of success. 

 

2009 Biennial Registration 

For More Information www.abc-usa.org. 
 

 

Registration Type Before April 15 After April 15 

Delegate (Voting) $140.00 $190.00 

Participants (Non Voting) $135.00 $190.00 

Participants (Non Voting): First Time Biennial Attendees 

NOTE: Delegates pay the full delegate registration fee. 
$70.00 $70.00 

Daily Participants (Non-Voting) 
 

$50.00 per day 
 

$50.00 per day 
 

òI am sending you.ó ð John 20:21 - These HandséThese Feet  

http://www.abc-usa.org


Located in an ethnically-diverse neighborhood near downtown Phoenix,  

Arizona, Monte Vista Baptist Church is learning how to be the hands and 

feet of Christ.  The catalyst for this transformation has been National  

Ministries’ Missional Church Journey training series.   

 

As a result of the training, 

church members reached out to 

Karen and Chin refugees who 

settled in Phoenix in June 

2008.  Through the efforts of 

these ―urban missionaries‖ -  

their prayer, time, and gifts -  

Monte Vista now hosts 250 

Karen worshippers who were 

refugees in Thailand after  

fleeing the Myanmar (formerly 

Burma) regime.  They searched for a local Baptist church to be their spiritual 

home in Phoenix, since their Karen forefathers were the earliest converts to 

Christianity after Adoniram Judson’s arrival in Burma in 1813. 

 

The arrival of the Karen Baptists at Monte Vista was God’s answer to prayer, 

and gave the church a new purpose.  Rev. Stan Crews, Monte Vista’s senior 

pastor and area minister in the newly-formed ABC of the Southwest and  

Hawaii, confirms that this transformation has energized the congregation.  

―We don’t know what the future holds for our church, but the missional 

church concept has really given a new sense of life to a number of the  

people,‖ Crews added. 

 

With a willingness to be engaged in God’s mission, Monte Vista Baptist 

Church is learning how to respond missionally in its changing neighborhood.  

Through your support, National Ministries staff will continue to provide  

missional training for this church and other American Baptist churches. 

 

What is a missional church? It is a  

community of faith that directs its ministry focus 

primarily outward toward the context in which it is 

located and toward the broader world beyond.  

National Ministries’ project ―From Maintenance to   

Missional‖ is a two-year church leadership  

training process that includes workshops, training 

resources, and coaching for churches and  

associations seeking to minister effectively in a post-Christendom world. 

 

Living the Judson Legacy — Transforming the Church 
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America for Christ 
gifts support ministries that 

transform lives, churches and 

communities across 

the United States and Puerto 

Rico—bringing hope to 

children living in poverty and 

equipping leaders to share 

the Good News of Jesus 

through evangelism, 

discipleship, congregational 

transformation and prophetic 

justice.  

 

WWW.ABC-AFC.ORG 
 

―For the love of Christ 

urges us on…‖  

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 

 



PRE-CLASS ASSIGNMENT  
 

 Read Ministerial Ethics by    

Joe T. Trull/James E. Carter  
 

 Select a Congregation Ethics 

Team (CET) consisting of 3-4 

lay persons from the church.   
 

 Read and discuss a case study 

with the CET.  Using the guide-

lines, prepare written  

answers to the questions  

provided with your case study.  
 

CLASS SCHEDULE: 

Friday, April 17:  6 p.m.–10 p.m.  

Saturday, April 18:  

8 a.m. – 12 p.m. & 1 p.m. – 5 p.m.  

 

Classes will include:  Devotionals, 4  

case studies, small groups, and time 

for personal reflection.   

AFTER-CLASS ASSIGNMENT  
 

 Review Case Study with CET, 

sharing new insights.  
 

 Write a Personal Ethics State-

ment.  
 

 Identify an Accountability  

Partner.  
 

Course Cost:  $175 (plus books) 

Room/Board:  Double $55; Single 

$69; and Commuter Fee $32 

 
The ABCOPAD  

Commission on  

Ministerial Leadership 

requires all candidates 

applying for Certification or Ordina-

tion to complete a course in Clergy 

Ethics. 

Church Leadership Institute 

Celebrations are a part of life.  We fill 

them with rituals that have meaning 

for us.  Rev. David Waldo, Pastor, 

Greenfield Baptist Church, North 

East, PA, will help us to explore the 

meaning of feasts instituted by God 

and celebrated by Jesus. We will also 

take part in a Seder meal during 

lunch.  

Jesus and the Feasts 

March 14, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.  

(.6 CEU’s)  Cost $60 
Franklin Park Baptist Church 
2470 Nicholson Rd; Sewickley, PA 
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To Register for Clergy Ethics, Jesus & the Feasts, Multi-

Media, please make checks payable to the Church Leadership 

Institute; 452 Emerald Drive; Allison Park, PA 15101 

412-492-3393 or amym-cli@comcast.net 

Clergy Ethics — April 17-18 (2.4 CEU’s) 
Bishop Connare Ctr; 2900 Seminary Dr; Greensburg, PA 

Multi-Media Presentation 

– Part II (.6 CEU’s)  

April 21, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.  
Location:  To Be Announced  
 

Instructors:  Don Toy and  

Mark Mahserjian-Smith 

 

Don has been using and teaching 

multiïmedia applications in 

churches throughout Western PA 

for over 7 years. 

 

Mark is the ABCOPAD Web 

Master responsible for the creation 

and monitoring of the web site.   

 

A laptop is helpful, but not 

required.   

 

Cost: $25 per person 

Lunch will be 

available for $8 

 

If 2 or more laypeople register from 

one church, the pastor may attend 

for FREE! 

Church Leadership Institute of 

Southeast 
The two-year course for Southeast CLI  

scheduled to begin this February has been post-

poned until August 2009 due to low  

enrollment.   
 

CLI is designed to guide believers of all ages and experience into a 

deeper walk of faith and service.  For more information, visit the 

ABCOPAD website www.abcopad.org or contact Dr. Alan Selig at 

CLISoutheast@gmail.com or 610-256-4807. 

http://www.abcopad.org


National Ministries is partnering with the Church World Service 

Emergency Response Program (CWSERP) and 10 member  

denominations and partners to recruit volunteers for ―Rebuilding 

Homes, Reclaiming Hope‖—a coalition of faith-based organizations 

that will rebuild homes for New Orleans residents displaced by  

Hurricane Katrina.   
 

In addition to recruiting volunteers, National Ministries is donating 

$50,000 from ―One Great Hour of Sharing,‖ a disaster relief fund 

made possible through the generous giving of American Baptist 

churches and individuals.   
 

Volunteers are needed from April 19 through May 16 for a four-week ―blitz build‖ to restore 12 storm-

damaged homes in the city’s Little Woods neighborhood where the recovery effort has been slow.  Volunteers 

are asked to make a time commitment of at least one week. Individuals and volunteer teams should arrive on 

Sunday, begin work Monday and leave for home on Saturday.  Space is limited.  The deadline to register is 

March 10.   
 

―It’s especially gratifying that this build is occurring in a neighborhood of New Orleans 

that suffered tremendous destruction from Katrina and has too long been forgotten,‖ says 

Ken George, National Ministries’ national disaster response coordinator and member of 

CWSERP’s executive committee.   
 

Victoria Goff, coordinator of Volunteer Ministries at National  

Ministries, describes the opportunity to help these families rebuild 

their homes and their lives as ―gratifying‖ and ―amazing.‖  ―It is exciting to work with our 

Church World Service partners in this effort, so people everywhere see us as one, working 

together, building together, and helping each other.  Come for one week, come for the 

month.  Just come.‖ 
 

Churches, groups and individuals who wish to volunteer can find information and registration material at  

National Ministries’ website, www.nationalministries.com, or contact Victoria Goff, national coordinator of 

Volunteer Ministries, at vgoff@abc-usa.org or 1-800-ABC-3USA, ext. 2449.   

Rebuilding Homes, Reclaiming Hope - Volunteers are Needed! 
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News coverage of Katrina and 

Rita has waned, but the Hurricanes’ 

effect on thousands of lives has not. 

American Baptists continue to 

respond through direct ministry and 

financial gifts.  American Baptists 

have given almost $3 million.  

Many of these funds have been 

distributed to American Baptist 

regions to support relief efforts.  

Judson Press Responds to Children 
Judson Press donated 10 copies of Jordan's Hair to 

the Katrina Children Holiday Books program oper-

ated by Publisher's Marketing Association.  Jordan's 

Hair is about an African American boy who  

believes that God made a mistake because his skin 

color and hair texture are different from that of his 

friends at school.  The book offers invaluable lessons in self-esteem 

and love.  Judson also shipped 200 books worth about $1,600 in  

response to a request for help from Salmen High School, in Slidell, 

LA.  The school lost its entire library in Hurricane Katrina. 

Judson Press 1-800-458-3766      www.judsonpress.com 

―Come for 

one week, 

come for the 

month.  

Just come.‖ 

http://www.nationalministries.org/caring_ministries/vim/index.cfm
mailto:vgoff@abc-usa.org
http://www.nationalministries.org/updates/releases/PressReleaseDetail.cfm?release_id=149
http://www.nationalministries.org/updates/releases/PressReleaseDetail.cfm?release_id=149


Gonaives was hard hit by the back-to-back hurricanes, Hannah and Ike.  The town,  

underwater in places, is still digging out from tons of mud.  Each year, UCNH 

(Université Chrétienne du Nord d’Haiti) has a two-day retreat where students and  

faculty gather to pray, sing and bring the school student body together.  After much 

prayer, the faculty decided to reach out to the people of Gonaives.   

 

The Haitian people admit that their country suffers from a lack of what is called ―tet  

ansanm‖ (heads together) or the willingness to work together. With much prayer,  

tremendous planning and hard work ―tet ansanm‖ was exactly what happened.  Many 

hands pulled together to fill 300 ―care bags‖ with rice and beans, clothing, toiletries and  

diapers.  Local businesses in Cap Haitian donated wheelbarrows and shovels.  Medicine 

was purchased and re-packaged for easier distribution.  Missionary Flights International 

provided funds, food and tents for the students to sleep in.  The tents were then donated 

to the people of Gonaives.  

 

To mobilize 350 students, faculty and kitchen staff was no small undertaking.  Though 

Gonaives is only 55 miles away, several enormous mountains, a collapsed bridge and 

dangerous unpaved roads, full of potholes separate them.  Five school buses and four 

trucks loaded with students, staff and provisions traveled to Gonaives. 

 

When we finally arrived, we saw what the people were up against.  Huge piles of mud blocked most streets, 

power-lines were down and little clean water was available.  Amazingly, people were still going about their 

business as usual.  Motorbikes navigated the wreckage and filth in the streets.  Debris was everywhere;  

buildings were completely flattened.  Most of the UCNH students were assigned to help with the general clean 

up. 

 

The rest of our group set up a mobile clinic in a local church.  There was no roof,  

running water or electricity.  When we arrived, at least 60 people were already waiting 

to be seen, more soon began to arrive.  Students helped organize and triage the patients.  

We could not see everyone, but almost all went away with vitamins, acetaminophen or a 

can of nutritional vitamin powder.   

 

We are now back to classes, but everyone was grateful for the opportunity to reach out to 

our brothers and sisters in need and show them that they have not been forgotten and that 

there are those who care and want to help.  

 

In His spirit,  Nancy & Steve James, Haut Limbe, Haiti 

Nancy and Steve are ABCOPAD Special Interest Missionaries 

 

 

My brothers and sisters, if people say they have faith, but do nothing their faith is worth nothing.  Can faith 

like that save them? A brother or sister in Christ might need clothes or food.  If you say to that person, ñGod 

be with you!   I hope you stay warm and get plenty to eat,ò but you do not give what that person needs; your 

words are worth nothing.  In that same way, faith that is alone ï that does nothing ï is dead.  James 2:14-17 

Bringing Help and Hope to Gonaives 
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The Xtreme Team program provides opportunity for young adults to 

Xperience the richness of God's mission around the world through the 

work of International Ministries.  Past teams have hiked through rain 

forests to simulate the flight of refugees from Burma.  They washed 

children from a community living within a trash dump, led worship, and 

learned to simply ―be‖ with people and understand their story. 
 

On July 16-August 16, 2009, the team will head to Russia.  The cost is 

$4,200 (plus airfare and visa).  Rev. Holley Faulkner, pastor of the  

Baptist Temple of Fairmont, WV, and International Ministries special 

assistant for Russia, will lead the team.  In addition, global consultant 

Dan Buttry will facilitate debriefing for the team upon their return.   

 

Visit www.xtremeteamonline.org for more information  

or call 800-222-3872 ext. 2366.  

 

The Xtreme Team is designed to 

connect young adults with  

American Baptist mission around 

the world. Our purpose is to grow 

a passion and interest in mission 

for the here and now as well as to 

cultivate a new generation of 

global mission leaders.   

Xperience Russia — July 16-August 16, 2009 
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ABW  Ministry of PA/DE 

June 5-7, 2009 

Bucknell University 

Lewisburg, PA 

 Break the Chains Celebration 

 Vital Partners Silent Auction 

 Service Project:  White Cross 

 Conference Project:  Gift Cards for 

Baptist Children’s Services  

 Karen Selig, Bible Study Leader 

 Hornrette Washington, Worship  

    Leader 

 Myra Goss, Pastor in Residence 

 Zach Ellsworth Ministries 
 

Cost: $135 (before 4/1)  

$145 (4/1-5/15) $155 (5/16) 

Contact Jennifer Kirk  

jenniferakirk@yahoo.com 

610-429-0847 

Rev. Dr. Alan Selig, SE Interim Area Minister,  
Reports on His Experience in Vietnam 
 

During the first half of January 2009 I traveled with Dr. Stan 

Slade to Vietnam, where we spent a week meeting with Baptist 

pastors from around that country and with leaders of the Baptist 

Churches of Vietnam (BCV).  Some of you know Stan from 

Bible studies he has done around our region.  He is the Global 

Consultant for Theological Education for International Ministries.  Theological 

education was what took us to Vietnam. 
 

The BCV received government recognition as an official religious group last 

October.  They immediately contacted International Ministries, asking how we 

could help with the development of training programs for clergy, evangelists, 

youth workers, church planters, and more.  They have had none of these  

programs before, existing as a loose network of unrecognized house churches. 
 

Nearly all the current pastors are bivocational.  The churches are very poor.  So 

the traditional western model of residential, multi-year theological education is 

not functional in Vietnam.  Reduced giving to International Ministries in 2008 

makes the addition of new programs around the world very difficult.  We  

explored options that might connect the Vietnamese organization with programs 

in Thailand, Myanmar, the Philippines and elsewhere among our sister Baptists 

in Southeast Asia and around the world. 
 

My most lasting memory is of the enthusiasm I saw in the 80+ pastors and  

denominational leaders with whom we met.  We talked about believing in a 

God who can do all things.  But often we act as though our current problems are 

more than God can handle.  The Baptists we met in Vietnam believe and live 

that truth.  It was a joy to meet and work with them. 

http://www.xtremeteamonline.org


American Baptist Churches of 

Pennsylvania and Delaware 
 

Pittsburgh Baptist Association 

159 N. Bellefield Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15213 

 

based on candidate and 

search committee preferences 

and on a matching process.  

All participants must be  

registered with the American 

Baptist Personnel Services 

(ABPS) prior to participation.  

The registration fee for clergy 

is $50 and $100 for pastoral 

search committees.  Fees are 

nonrefundable. 

 

Questions may be directed to 

your Executive Minister/Area 

Minister or to the Face to 

Face Co-Coordinators Rev. 

Don Girdwood, ABCOPAD, 

phone: 814-398-8393, email:  

dwgirdwood@aol.com or Rev. 

The American Baptist 

Churches of Pennsylvania and 

Delaware and American  

Baptist Churches of New  

Jersey will co-sponsor a ABC 

Face-to-Face event on March 

20-21, 2009, First Baptist 

Church of York; 3375 Druck 

Valley Road; York, PA 17406-

6959. 

 

This 1 ½ day event offers a 

series of òfirst timeó inter-

views between clergy open to 

new ministry opportunities, 

seminary seniors or graduates 

in the ordination process, and 

pastoral search committees.  

Interviews will be scheduled 

Vernl Mattson, 

ABCNJ, phone:  

609-587-8700; email: 

vmattson@abcnj.net.   

 

Registration materials are 

available on the ABCOPAD 

website www.abcopad.org or 

contact Denise Veselicky, 

Pittsburgh Baptist  

Association, 159 N Bellefield 

Avenue; Pittsburgh, PA 

15213, phone: 412-687-3940,  

email Pghbaptist@aol.com.   

 

The Registration 

deadline  

is February 27, 

2009. 

Phone:  412-687-3940 

Fax:  412-687-3941 
 

E-mail: pghbaptist@aol.com 

www.abcopad.org 

Face to Face 

Partners in Mission 
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Email Request 
We would like to move  

towards an online 

newsletter.  If you can download 

yours from the website, please 

email the Pittsburgh office 

pghbaptist@aol.com.   

Thank you! 

mailto:dwgirdwood@aol.com
mailto:vmattson@abcnj.net
http://www.abcopad.org
mailto:Pghbaptist@aol.com

